
 

Welcome to Worship at 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
STORY CITY, IOWA 

Our Mission 
Building Strong Relationships in Christ, 

And Making Him Known to All 
 

September 3, 2017 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

604 Lafayette Avenue 
Story City, Iowa 

515.733.4972 
 

Website - www.immanuelstorycity.org 
E-mail - immanuel@iowatelecom.net 

 

Summer Church Office Hours: 
Mon/Tues/Thurs—8:30 A.M. to noon, 1 to 4 P.M. 

Wed—1-4 P.M.; Fri—8:30 A.M. to 12 P.M. 
 
 

Ministers – All Members 
Kurt Jensen, Pastor  

Tom Hunt, Visitation Pastor 
Zachary Bauknecht, Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator 

 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost                     September 3, 2017 
 

We Prepare to Worship God 

  Prelude 

  Opening Hymn                 “America, the Beautiful”            No. 799      

  Opening Prayer 

  Time for Greeting 

  Announcements 
 

We Hear God's Word  

Lesson: Psalm 146 
 

1Praise the LORD. 
Praise the LORD, my soul. 
2 I will praise the LORD all my life; 
    I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 
3 Do not put your trust in princes, 
    in human beings, who cannot save. 
4 When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; 
    on that very day their plans come to nothing. 
5 Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
    whose hope is in the LORD their God. 
 

6 He is the Maker of heaven and earth, 
    the sea, and everything in them— 
    he remains faithful forever. 
7 He upholds the cause of the oppressed 
    and gives food to the hungry. 
The LORD sets prisoners free, 
8     the LORD gives sight to the blind, 
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down, 
    the LORD loves the righteous. 
9 The LORD watches over the foreigner 
    and sustains the fatherless and the widow, 
    but he frustrates the ways of the wicked. 
 

10 The LORD reigns forever, 
    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

 Praise the LORD. 



Gospel: Matthew 16:21-26 
21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he 
must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the 
elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he 
must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 
 

22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he 
said. “This shall never happen to you!” 
 

23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are 
a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of 
God, but merely human concerns.” 
 

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever 
loses their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone 
to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone 
give in exchange for their soul?” 
 

We Confess Our Faith                            
Apostles' Creed                                                           (on screen) 

 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
Offering                              “In The Garden”        Tim Oelschlager 

Offertory                         “We Are an Offering”                  No. 678 
 

We Hear God's Word Proclaimed in Word and Deed                 
Sermon        “Thoughts on the First Day of School”   Pastor Hunt 

Hymn                              “Jesus Loves Me”                      No. 185 
 

We Receive God’s Grace in the Sacrament 
Confession and Forgiveness     

 

Pastor: As we prepare our hearts for Holy Communion, we 
confess our sins and hear God’s word of forgiveness. 1st John tells 
us that “if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. But is we confess our sins, God who is faithful 
and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” 

 

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory 
of your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 
die for you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. To 
those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become 
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
    

 

Words of Institution 
 The Lord's Prayer  

 Distribution 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
Blessing 

 Benediction 
 Closing Hymn          “For the Beauty of the Earth”            No. 182 

Postlude 
Prayer Team Available in Chapel 

 

 

Welcome to visitors! Teachers, construction workers, parents, 
clerks, medical staff, community volunteers — on this Labor Day 
weekend, welcome to worship, where God offers renewal for the 
work to which you each are called. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Attendance last Sunday: 181 
 

Please join our prayer team in the chapel each Sunday before 
service (8:45 A.M.) and after worship (10:30 A.M.) to pray for 
worship and other prayer requests. No prayer is too small! 
 

Please join us in the Social Hall following worship today for 
our Potluck! Drinks and tableware provided. Even if you didn’t 
bring a dish to share, please come for fellowship and food! We’re 
glad you’re here! 

 Thank you to today's Ministry Volunteers: 
 

Organist: Emily Anderson      Greeters: Loren & Solvay Twedt 

Ushers: Rick & Treanna Richie, Joel Danielson, Edgar & 

Jaynee Christian                      Reader: Al Hermanson 

Communion Preparers: Ardella Mostrom, Marilyn Whipple 

Communion Assistants: Al Hermanson, John Rathmacher 

Communion Helpers: Reagan Vogelaar, Zachary Twedt 

Candlelighter: Logan Ihle       Sound Engineer: Jim Oberender      

 



Today, we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion. In 
prayerful preparation for our Lord's Supper, please read and fill out 
the Information Card in the pew rack in front of you and give to an 
usher as you are directed forward. We welcome to this family Meal 
all who believe that Christ is present in the bread and wine, 
offering the full benefits of His grace, namely the forgiveness of 
sins, life and salvation. Children who have not received instruction 
about Holy Communion are invited to come with their family for a 
blessing. If you are unable to come to the front to receive the 
sacrament, let an usher know and it will be brought to you. We also 
offer gluten free wafers and white grape juice for those who prefer 
those options. If you desire either of them, simply point to the 
center of the tray where they are available. 
 

The Church Office will be closed tomorrow for Labor Day. 
 

The Church Office start its new hours Tuesday, September 5. 
The hours will be as follows until further notice: 

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M., 1:00-3:00 P.M. 
Friday: 9:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M. 

 

Congratulations to Jake Blomberg and Sady Potter who were 
married last Thursday in Evergreen, Colorado! 
 

Immanuel is getting ready for our new church directory!       
September 27-30 is our first weekend of pictures. Sign up in 
person on Sunday mornings, or sign up online at your leisure. The 
second week of dates will be opening up soon! We are also in 
need of hosts to check in people on each day of photography. 
Shifts are 2 or 3 hours. Sign up in the narthex! 
 

Small Groups: What On Earth Am I Here For launches in two 
weeks! We have lots of people ready to host a small group in their 
home; sign up today to get plugged in! You are an important part of 
God’s church body and we need you! We all need each other; that 
is how God created us. Please be in prayer that God will take away 
any fears one may have about this new venture and pray for 
courage for all of us to step out and give this ministry a try. Verse 
for the week: Galatians 6:2 
 

2017-2018 Sunday School Registration. If your family is 
interested in participating in Sunday School starting in September, 
please fill out a registration card or complete it online! 

You’re invited to join the Senior Choir for another musical 
year praising God! We rehearse each Wednesday night from 
7:15-8:15 P.M., starting this Wednesday! Please join us! 
 

Thank you to those who volunteered for delivering Home 
Delivered Meals! Here is this next week’s volunteer schedule: 
 

9/5: Ashlee Mullenbach  9/8: Laura Loots 

9/6: Laura Carlson   9/11: Charlotte Loots 

9/7: Nancy McMenamin  9/12: Nancy McMenamin 

If you need a substitute, please alert the church office! 
 

Immanuel's Bed Sheets into Bandages (BNB) Mission 
Challenge - Bed sheets are still available in a tub at church for you 
to convert into bandages!  
 

Rally Sunday is next Sunday! Leaders from Riverside will be 
sharing music and skits with the kids during Sunday School and 
during worship! 
 

The Immanuel Board of Education invites you to join us for 
Breakfast Club next Sunday! We’ll be serving pancakes, fruit, juice, 
and coffee from 8 to 8:30 A.M. in the Social Hall. 
 

New Sunday morning Adult Education opportunities begin next 
Sunday at 8:30 A.M.! Pastor Kurt will lead a 6-week series on 
“Learning from the Hymns” in the Chapel. Pastor Hunt will lead 
an ongoing Bible Study on the Gospel of John in the Social Hall.  
 

3rd Annual Story City Hunger Fight—Pack the Truck! Our goal 
is fill the Meals from the Heartland truck with 60,000 meals on 
Saturday, September 30! Spread the word and do your part to 
help us raise $12,000 (just 20 cents a meal) and recruit volunteers 
to help us "Pack the Truck"! Sign up online or in your bulletin 
insert! A sign-up table will also be in the narthex for you to use.  
 

Immanuel’s weekly emails are now sent out on Fridays. If you 
are not on our contact list, contact the church office to sign up! 
 

Have something to share with the congregation? Share your 
announcements or prayer requests with the congregation via       
E-mail or weekly Sunday bulletins. Announcements for both e-mail 
& Sunday bulletins are due by noon on Thursdays. 
 

https://mealsfromtheheartland.org/
http://www.tinyurl.com/2017SCHungerFight


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Middle & High School Youth Activities 
 

The Breakfast Club 

Our next Breakfast Club will be next  

Sunday, September 10th at 8:00AM. 

 

Sunday School Rally Sunday 

NEXT SUNDAY we will be starting back up with our  

Sunday School year!  7th and 8th Grade Students  

will be meeting in the Cornerstone Room and the  

High School Students will be meeting in the High School 

Youth Room.  During this time each Sunday Morning  

(from 8:30-9:15AM) you can expect to have Biblically sound 

discussions on themes relevant to your life and take away key 

concepts that you can apply during the week and beyond!   

We hope you can join us and your fellow classmates this year. 

 

Youth Group Kick-Off  

NEXT SUNDAY we will be "Kicking Off" our new year of  

Youth Group!! Parents AND Youth please plan on joining us from 

1:00 - 3:00 PM to help get our year started. We will be 

having food, fellowship, fun and a friendly competition!  We will 

be competing for the Immanuel Lutheran Church Trophy!  We 

hope to see YOU there! Bring your parents.  Bring a friend!! 

 

September 3-September 10, 2017 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 

Sunday, September 3 Communion Sunday 
8:00 A.M.    Radio Broadcast 
8:45 A.M.    Prayer Time (Chapel) 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)  
9:00 A.M. Church Directory Sign Up (Narthex)  
9:30 A.M. Worship 
10:30 A.M. Church Directory Sign Up (Narthex)  
10:30 A.M. Congregational Potluck (Social Hall) 

 

Monday, September 4   Church Office Closed—Labor Day 
 

Tuesday, September 5  New Church Hours Begin  
9:30 A.M.    Staff Meeting 
5:30 P.M.    Youth Board Meeting 
7:00 P.M.    Board of Education Meeting 

 

Wednesday, September 6 
7:15 P.M.    Senior Choir rehearsals begin 

 

Sunday, September 10  Rally Sunday  
8:00 A.M.    Radio Broadcast 
8:00 A.M.    Breakfast Club 
8:30 A.M.    Sunday School & Adult Education  
8:45 A.M.    Prayer Time (Chapel) 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)  
9:00 A.M. Church Directory Sign Up (Narthex)  
9:30 A.M. Worship 
10:30 A.M. Church Directory Sign Up (Narthex)  
1:00 P.M. Youth Group Kickoff 
3:30 P.M.    Prayer for Small Groups 
4:00 P.M.    Small Group Host Training 
 

 


